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principles of mathematics and of very
limited ability outside his chosen

FIRST-CLAS- S MEALS

Regular Meals 15 Cts. and Up.

L'Ecole Pol,vter:i:ii(ir. and r,s fie n

aminer knew that he h:id already p .

ed the examination for t!n !o ti i"

gree In science Im gave him some v.;.
difficult iHiestltju. From one of !.;
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of the leading mathematicians of his
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to scientific uses Instead of going
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mental calculation is evidenced by the
fact that he was able to multiply men-

tally two numbers, each of which con-

tained 100 figures. It took him eight
and three-quarte- hours to perform
this feat, which stands In a class by
Itself, as no other arithmetical prodigy
is known to have been able to multiply
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to the French academy; hence we have
a more reliable sketch of this Infant
prodigy than is possible to obtain In
most other cases for instance, In the
case of his countryman, Pascal. The
facts that Bertrand was permanent sec-

retary of the Academy of Sciences for
more than a quarter of a century, that
be is the author of many theorems re- -
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tremely slow and In this respect re-

sembled a negro of the name of
Tom Fuller, who is known as the Vir-

ginia calculator. Although entirely il-

literate, he was able to reduce mentally
years and months to seconds and could
multiply two nine-figur- e numbers.

Darboux has called attention to an
infant prodigy. Joseph Itertrand was
torn in Paris in 1822 and was such a
delicate child that his parents did not
expect him to arrive at manhood, and
hence his early education was partly
neglected. At the age of four he was
lick for a long time and overheard the
lessons which were given his brother
in the ?ame room. He knew the let-

ters of the alphabet, but nothing more.
When he was convalescent his parents
brought him a book to look at the pic-

tures, and he relates in his account of
his childhood that he remembers dis-

tinctly how he shocked his parents by
.eading the text fluently. His frlgbt-sne- d

father snatched the book from
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that you can know things only as they
are related to your faculties. , The
thing in itself and apart from the way
ft appears to us Is unknown and un-

knowable. Absolute knowledge Is out
of the question. In a word, we know
appearances, but never tin reality be-

hind the appearances; the shadows, but
never the Hulwtanct- - itself. In line, the
Kist of the doctrine of the "relativity of
knowledge" is that our so called knowl-

edge is only phantasmagoria. We
know the appearance, but we have no
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aim and commanded that under no pre-fe- xt

should he be allowed to do any
work.

The manner in which he learbed ele-

mentary algebra and elementary geom-
etry, Is still more extraordinary. We
reproduce his own account:

"At the age of nine I had the great

of all ills, and it is certainly gratifying
to sufferers to know that Chamber
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misfortune to lose my father, who dur
lng the lawt year of 'his life resided
with my uncle, who directed then a
school preparing for L'Ecole Polytech-nimic- .

The students, the youngest of
whom was twice my age, loved me
very much, and I was happy in their
midst. I was assiduous at their recrea-
tions and often followed them to their
classes. The teachers regarded me
with astonishment, but paid little at'
tendon to me. , The students observed
that I understood the work, and when
a demonstration appeared difficult I lie
first one who noticed me would r;:r
after me, take me'up In his arms a:i 1

placing me ou a chair so tlm I could,
reach the blackboard, make me rp.'i:
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